elementary school, drawing children from a well-mixed population, is probably as well placed as anyone for appreciating the full extent of the present tendency.
General intelligence depends to a considerable extent on heredity. This is reflected in a certain average degree of resemblance between, for example, parents and children, or between brothers and sisters. Of course there are exceptions; and it is the striking exceptions that tend to catch the eye; nevertheless, if considerable numbers are studied, it will be found that bright parents tend, on the average, to have children of more than average brightness; similarly for the dull. It is certain that the level of general intelligence is also affected by environmental factors, especially, perhaps, those operating very early in life. But as long as heredity plays a part, and there is no doubt that that part is an important one, the fact that the dull are of higher fertility than the bright must inevitably be that a succeeding generation is inferior on the average in general intelligence to the generation that preceded it. Mr. Sitwell's first point, however, raises a question of much importance. There is no reason to suppose that the present inequality in fertility has existed for very long. His appeal to history would in all probability be upheld. Detailed information is lacking, but there is little doubt that the present marked differences in fertility date from the time of the sharp decline in the birth rate which occurred in so many countries in the latter part of last century. In a word, from that time, when the total fertility of the population declined, the decline was greatest amongst those of highest intelligence. Actually, it is inconceivable that a fall at the present rate in average general intelligence could have been going on for very long.
This immediately raises the point that perhaps differential fertility will soon cease to operate; that fertility will become equalized throughout groups of differing intelligence, and with the same suddenness as it must be presumed to have attained its present disparity. This is quite possible, and there is, in fact, evidence pointing to the conclusion that the rate of decrease of general intelligence is slower now than it was, say, thirty years ago. 
